
TV Treatment: 
 
This PSA is targeted to smokers throughout the nation, especially those who want to quit. 
Secondary audiences include families of smokers and doctors. According to quitsmoking.com, 
around 70 percent of smokers want to quit, and most of those smokers started because they 
just wanted to try a cigarette once. Over 40 percent of smokers will try to quit this year, and our 
goal is to help them succeed. 
 
We envision a PSA that will ignite fear and concern throughout the smoking community, through 
a comparison of trying to stop smoking to trying to stop an acre field fire, two things that are 
hard to do alone. The PSA will begin with two kids, ages 12 and 13, who are sitting around a 
campfire near a dry wheat field. One of the kids will peer pressure another into getting a can of 
gasoline from a shed nearby. The older will take the can of gasoline and pour it onto the fire, 
which will blow into the field and the fire will get out of control. Marv, the older kid, will take his 
jacket and try to put the fire out, while the younger kid, Johnny decides call the police. In the 
next scene, sirens will come on and a woman’s voice will say, “Trying to quit smoking alone is 
like trying to put out a field fire. How long are you going to wait to call for help? Let us help you 
quit smoking today with the great American smokeout.” 
 
This PSA will cost approximately $10,000 to complete. 
 
Radio Treatment: 
This PSA is targeted to smokers throughout the nation, especially those who want to quit. 
Secondary audiences include families of smokers and doctors. According to quitsmoking.com, 
around 70 percent of smokers want to quit, and most of those smokers started because they 
just wanted to try a cigarette once. Over 40 percent of smokers will try to quit this year, and our 
goal is to help them succeed. 
 
We envision a PSA that will ignite fear and concern throughout the smoking community, through 
a comparison of trying to stop smoking to trying to stop an acre field fire, two things that are 
hard to do alone. The PSA will begin with two kids, ages 12 and 13, who pour gasoline on a fire, 
which will blow into a field and the fire will get out of control. Sirens will come on and a woman’s 
voice will say, “Trying to quit smoking alone is like trying to put out a field fire. How long are you 
going to wait to call for help? Let us help you quit smoking today with the great American 
smokeout.” 
 
The radio spot will cost about $800 dollars for five radio stations. 
 
http://quitsmoking.pharmacydiscountrx.com/stats.html 
 
 
 
 

Time Audio Visual Notes 

00:00:00 
 

Fade from black Johnny, age 12, 
Marv, age 13

http://quitsmoking.pharmacydiscountrx.com/stats.html


00:00:15 Fire crackles, kids talking in 
background 

WS: Backyard view of 
kids around campfire 
roasting marshmallows 

Night time, house 
lights on, boys are 
sitting on stumps, 
fire is in pit with 
rocks around it.

00:01:00 Johnny: “Man, I love campfires.” Truck in, CU: kids talking Johnny smiling, 
enjoying night

00:03:00 Marv: “Me too, especially when it’s 
mixed with gasoline. It makes the 
fire even bigger!” 
*Fire crackles 

Zoom in, MS: Marv, 
Johnny 

Marv smirks, get 
the vibe that he 
likes trouble. 
Johnny’s eyes 
widen. 

00:08:00 Marv: “I think I saw a can of 
gasoline behind your dad’s shed…”

XCU: Marv’s face Marv: excitement

00:11:00 Marv: “…go get it.” MS: Barn w/ gasoline Nods head toward 
shed. 

00:15:00 Johnny: “I’m not sure that’s safe, I 
heard it could be dangerous.” 

WS: Fire, Johnny, Marv Johnny: nervous, 
stumbles over 
words and shakes 
head. 

00:18:00 Marv: “Come on, it’s only one time. 
What could it hurt?” 

Marv moves hands while 
talking. 

Marv: Side smile. 
Tilts head back. 
Carefree.

00:21:00 Johnny: “Well, I guess. I have 
always wanted to see what 
happens.” Walks in grass.

Johnny shrugs shoulders 
while talking, stands up 
mid sentence to get gas. 

Wind picks up, 
notice specifically 
in trees. 

00:27:00 Picks up gas, gas swishes back 
and forth, walks back through grass 

Pan XWS: Johnny goes 
to barn and brings back 
gas.

Johnny trudges 
back 

00:31:00 Marv: “Here, give me that.” MS: Marv and Johnny by 
the fire, Marv grabs gas 
from Johnny 

Johnny is 
reluctant to give 
Marv can, Marv 
rips gas out of 
hands. 

00:32:00 Johnny: “Wait, I don’t know if this is 
a good idea.” Fire/gas explosion 
sound 

Marv unscrews cap and 
throws gas on fire. Wind 
carries gas and fire to 
field. 

Marv has 
mischievous look 
on face. Both look 
nervous when fire 
carries away.

00:34:00 Johnny: “Oh my gosh, what did you XWS: Fire in the field Johnny: horrified



do?” keeps growing. Show part 
of back yard and fire pit.

00:36:00 Marv: “I didn’t know it would be this 
bad.” 

MS: Marv takes off jacket 
and whips the fire. 

Marv looks 
nervous, but tries 
to stay calm.

00:38:00 Johnny: “Well, what should we do? 
Maybe we should get help.” 

WS: Both kids hit the fire 
with coats and stomp the 
fire, trying to contain it.

Johnny looks 
frantic. 

00:41:00 Marv: “No, we might get in trouble, 
let’s just put it out by ourselves.”

MS: Marv. Marv still 
hitting coat against fire.

Marv: stern, 
serious. 

00:44:00 Johnny: “It’s getting bigger, there’s 
no way we can stop this alone. I’m 
calling the firemen.” 

WS: Johnny gives up, 
yells at Marv. Marv is still 
hitting fire. 

Johnny’s eyes get 
wide. Johnny does 
aggravated hand 
motions 

00:49:00 Swishing through grass. Marv hits 
fire. 

XLS: Johnny runs to the 
house. Marv still tries to 
put fire out, 

Marv: frustration, 
breathing hard. 
Johnny: swings 
arms. 

00:50:00 Fire blazing, Marv hitting jacket on 
fire and stomping it, Johnny runs 
through grass, screen door slam. 

Pedestal: areal view 
showing entire field. Marv 
continues to put out fire, 
Johnny runs to house. 
Continues upward, 
showing more fire, fade 
out to black.

Chaos. 

00:52:00 Sirens and fade Black screen
 

00:53:00 “70 percent of smokers want to quit. 
Over 40 percent will try to quit this 
year.” 

American Cancer Society 
Logo in bottom left with 
website: cancer.org 
Words 
“The Great American 
Smokeout”

 

00:56:00 “Trying to quit smoking alone is like 
trying to put out a field of fire. How 
long are you going to wait to get 
help? Let us help you quit smoking 
today with the Great American 
Smoke out. For more information 
please visit www.cancer.org.”

Continue previous shot.
 

00:60:00 
 

Fade to black
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Radio Script 

Time: Notes: 

00:00:00 Fire crackle 

00:00:15 Voice over ‐  Teenager A: “Hey let’s throw gasoline on this fire”

00:02:00 Teenager B: “I’m not so sure that’s safe…” Fire explosion

00:04:00 B: “Oh no!  Flames have spread through the whole field!”
“I’m calling the fire department right now!” 

00:08:00 A: “No, we will get in trouble.”

00:09:00 B: “We can’t stop it without help.”

00:10:00 Sirens in background (fade out)

00:11:00 Voice over ‐ Narrator: “Trying to quit smoking alone is like trying to put out a field fire. 
 Let us help you quit smoking today with The Great American Smokeout. Visit 
cancer.org” 

00:15:00 
 

 


